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Ministry always has been the Cinderella of the Govern-
ment, that is to say, when economy of expenditure is
called for, the Educational Budget is the first to suffer.1
But were its estimates met in full, there is no reason
to suppose that the school discipline would have been
much different. More inspectors would have been
created and the centralization of authority would
have become more marked. The Egyptian student
leaves school with a certificate which enables him to
obtain employment under the Government; but he
has little else to help him through life : no desire for
knowledge, and no character. Blind to Egyptian dis-
satisfaction with the inadequate education provided
for the country, the Ministry made no attempt to
Examination, Part I and II of 1918, the General President of the
Board of Examiners summarizes the views of the examiners as follows:
* It will be seen from the above reports that the examiners, as a body,
are but ill content with the general results of the examination. In
one subject only is there any satisfactory improvement, and that is in
the Arabic language. While it is a matter for congratulation that
any subject escapes the general condemnation, improvement in this
can hardly be regarded as typical of the general tendency. All the
Examiners* reports point to one main conclusion. The candidates
rely on their memory rather than on their intelligence. They produce
what they remember, and content themselves with the repetition of
phrases and facts which are often ludicrously inappropriate. In Arabic
or in English the theme of the Essay is ignored, and a subject which
has done duty in the classroom and has been committed to memory
is substituted. « . . In fact the root of the evil, so far as the mental
qualifications of the candidate are concerned, is their general failure
to exercise their common sense.'
1 The Egyptian Treasury looks coldly upon education. During the
period extending from 1907 to 1920 the percentage of the National
Budget allotted to the Ministry of Education was never higher than
3*4 (in 1912), and fell as low as 2*3 (in 1917) : and of the percentages,
from one-third to one-half came from fees paid by the students.
Considering that during the same period the revenue of the country
advanced from .£14,240,000 to £40,270,000, the provisions cannot be
called liberal, and contrasts poorly with the contribution of the State
towards education in other countries. Thus, Portugal, a backward
nation, devotes 6 per cent, of her national income to public instruction,
and India 4 per cent.

